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EZRA UNDER CONSTRUCTION
JUST A FEW NOTES NOW
WILL FINISH IF THE LORD WILLS

Ezra 3:1 Now when the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together as one
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man to Jerusalem.

the seventh (KJV): Ex 23:14-17 Lev 16:29 23:24,27-44 Nu 29:1-40 Ne 8:2,14 
as one (KJV): Judges 20:1 Ne 8:1 Zep 3:9 Ac 2:46 4:32 1Co 1:10 

Now when the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together as one man to
Jerusalem

Bob Utley - "the seventh month" This is the month of Tishri in the Hebrew calendar (previously named Ethanim, cf. 1 Kgs. 8:2),
which corresponds to our September/October. This was the month of three major annual feast days. On the first of the month was
the Feast of Trumpets, on the tenth of the month was the Day of Atonement (cf. Lev. 16), and on the 15th through the 22nd was the
Feast of Tabernacles or Booths (cf. Lev. 23:23-44; Num. 29:1-40). Special Topic: Ancient Near Eastern Calendars ▣ "gathered
together as one man" This VERB is a Niphal IMPERFECT. The phrase is a Hebrew idiom for unity of mind and heart (cf. Neh. 7:72b-
8:1 and also Jdg. 20:1,8,11). This assembly included women and children. The community unity can be seen in Ezra 3:9.

Henry Morris -  to Jerusalem.  This gathering at Jerusalem and reinstitution of the sacrifices (Ezra 3:2) probably marks the end of
the seventy-year exile predicted by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:11,12; Daniel 9:2). Although the exact dates are uncertain, many
authorities believe the exile began in about 605 B.C. and the return began in about 535 B.C.

Believer's Study Bible -  1-3) The renewing of daily sacrificial offerings on the altar prior to rebuilding the temple may appear to be
inconsistent with the ritual of Judaism. Here again the scarlet thread of redemption surfaces. The prayers of Ezra, Daniel, and other
leaders immediately before the intertestamental period are marked by confession of sin. The people went into exile because of
disobedience and sin. Now they show a spirit of genuine repentance in their zealous determination to renew the blood sacrifices on
the altar even before the temple is rebuilt. Judaism often maintained the sacrificial system perfunctorily, but these returning exiles
seem determined to face and settle their sin problem first.

Ryrie - The journey of 530 direct mi (852 km) from Babylon to Palestine (about 900 traveling mi, or 1,448 km) would have taken at
least four months, as it did Ezra later (cf. 7:8-9). 

Matthew Henry - The altar and festivals - Ezra 3:1-7. From the proceedings of the Jews on their arrival, let us learn to begin with
God, and to do what we can in the worship of God, when we cannot do what we would. They could not at once have a temple, but
they would not be without an altar. Fear of danger should stir us to our duty. Have we many enemies? Then it is good to have God
our Friend, and to keep up communion with him. Our fears should drive us to our knees. The sacrifices for all these solemnities were
a heavy expense for so poor a company; yet besides those expressly appointed, many brought free-will offerings to the Lord. And
they made preparation for the building of the temple without delay: whatever God calls us to do, we may depend upon his
providence to furnish us with the needful means. 

Steven Cole - A New Beginning with God (Ezra 3:1-13)

Harold Ross started The New Yorker magazine years ago in small offices, with little equipment. One day in a restaurant downstairs
he met Dorothy Parker, one of the magazine’s first writers. “What are you doing here?” he asked. “Why aren’t you upstairs working?”

“Somebody was using the pencil,” she explained, “so I came down for some coffee.” (“Bits & Pieces,” [6/84], pp. 23, 24.) From such
humble beginnings, The New Yorker has become a famous and widely circulated magazine. Almost everything great had a small
beginning. You’ve got to start somewhere!

Our chapter is about a new beginning with God. To some of the old timers, it didn’t look like much. They were comparing it with the
former glory of Solomon’s Temple that they had known, and this one didn’t pass muster. So they wept while the younger men
rejoiced. But God used this new beginning to reestablish His people in their worship to Him amidst the rubble of what once had
been Jerusalem. Concerning the temple that was begun here, the Lord said, “The latter glory of this house will be greater than the
former” (Hag. 2:9). It was to this temple that the Lord Jesus Himself would come and bring the greater glory.

There are times in all of our lives when we need a new beginning with God. Maybe you have failed the Lord terribly through
deliberate rebellion and sin. Perhaps you have drifted carelessly into the world and its ways, neglecting the things of God. Now
you’re far from Him. A disappointment or trial may have caused you to drift from the close fellowship with God and His people that
you once enjoyed. You need a new beginning.

But you wonder if it’s even possible. And if it is, where do you start? The thought of a new beginning is scary, because you don’t
want to risk another failure. But you’re not content where you’re at. You’ve come to realize that the idols of Babylon can’t satisfy your
soul. You’re so dissatisfied in Babylon that you’re willing to uproot yourself and make the difficult and perilous journey back to the
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land of promise. But you get there and discover that the land is just a pile of rubble. How do you begin again with God? Our chapter
shows us four things:

1. New beginnings with God are possible no matter how spiritually low we have
gone.

The nation of Israel was about as spiritually low as you can go. The northern kingdom had fallen to the Assyrians in 722 B.C., after a
history of idolatry. The southern kingdom of Judah fell in 587 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple and
dragged the Jews into captivity in Babylon. Fifty years passed when out of the gloom, according to God’s promise through Jeremiah
29:10-14, He stirred up the pagan king Cyrus to issue a decree permitting the Jews to return to the land.

Almost 50,000 Jews responded. They gave up their lives in Babylon, risked the dangerous and difficult journey across the desert,
and now were back in the land. But it wasn’t the land the old timers had once known. It was a land devastated by war, suffering from
50 years of neglect. When in the seventh month (September/October) these Jews went up to Jerusalem (Ezra 3:1), they came to a
city where the walls were torn down and the buildings, including the temple, had been destroyed 50 years before. The hostile people
that had moved in viewed these returning Jews with suspicion. There was nothing happening spiritually. And yet God had promised
a new beginning in this desolate ghost town (see Jer. 33:10-11).

Whether it is to His people corporately or to individual believers who have fallen into sin, our God is a God of new beginnings! To the
fallen but repentant King David, the prophet said, “The Lord has taken away your sin” (2 Sam. 12:13). To the disobedient and
chastised prophet Jonah, vomited out of the great fish, “The word of the Lord came … the second time” (Jonah 3:1). To the weeping
and broken Peter, the risen Savior appeared privately to restore him. Have you failed the Lord miserably? God graciously offers you
a new beginning! But, where do you start?

2. New beginnings with God must focus on the cross of Jesus Christ.

The first thing that the leaders, Jeshua and Zerubbabel, did when they saw the pile of rubble where the Temple once stood was to
rebuild the altar (Ezra 3:2). From verse 6 we learn that they had done this prior to the first day of the seventh month, when the
returned remnant gathered in Jerusalem. So when the people got to the devastated city, rising out of the rubble they saw a restored
altar. Even though the foundation of the temple had not been laid, the sight of that altar filled them with hope!

Why did they begin with the altar? Because our fundamental need if we want to draw near to God is forgiveness of our sins. God
designated the altar so that the one bringing the offering would be “accepted before the Lord” (Lev. 1:3). Concerning the altar, God
had said, “I will meet there with the sons of Israel …” (Exod. 29:43). The sacrificial animals pointed ahead to God’s perfect, once-for-
all sacrifice for sins, the Lord Jesus Christ.

If you have never begun with God, you must begin at the cross, where Jesus the Lamb of God shed His blood to atone for sinners.
The Bible says that without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness (Heb. 9:22). Your good works can never earn God’s
forgiveness. Either you put your trust in the perfect substitute God provided, the Lord Jesus Christ; or you must pay for your own sins
with eternal separation from God in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:14). Faith in Christ’s blood is the only way to begin with God.

If you are a believer, but have strayed from the Lord, the cross is still the place for a new beginning. “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Live daily at the foot of the
cross.

3. New beginnings with God must focus on obedience to His Word.

How did they know to set up the altar? We read (Ezra 3:2), “as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of God.” Why did they
observe the Feast of Booths? We read (Ezra 3:4), “as it is written,” and “according to the ordinance.” They weren’t making this stuff
up according to their own preferences. They didn’t take a poll to find out what the people wanted to do. Maybe the old way of
worship wasn’t in tune with the modern times! Maybe the younger generation wanted a more contemporary way of meeting with
God! Why not throw out the old and bring in some innovation to liven things up? But they didn’t do that! They went back to the Word
of God and they obeyed it.

There is nothing wrong with contemporary music and forms of worship, as long as they do not violate Scripture. Just because it’s old
does not mean that it’s good or bad, and the same can be said of the new. Some of the old hymns contain great theology, and the
younger generation should learn them and pass them on. Some of the old hymns are shallow and corny and should be forgotten!
The same can be said of the newer music: Some songs are solid and edifying; some are theologically shallow and silly.



The standard we need to evaluate everything is, does it line up with Scripture and properly glorify God as He is revealed in His
Word? And, does it promote holiness in God’s people, in line with His Word?

When it comes to how we should live as God’s people, we also must go to God’s Word and obey what He commands. God’s moral
commandments do not adapt to the changing moral standards of our times. He hasn’t softened His views on premarital sex or
homosexuality, in spite of what our modern society feels. God doesn’t say, “Well, if you feel really good about marrying a non-
Christian, and you’ve prayed about it, then I guess it’s okay!” His Word plainly declares, “Do not be unequally yoked with
unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). And, “Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God” (2 Cor. 7:1).

If you want a new beginning with God, it’s available. Begin at the cross and then walk in obedience to His Word.

4. New beginnings with God must focus on building His house.

Verse 6 implies that while their new beginning of rebuilding the altar was good, something major was still missing: They had not yet
laid the foundation for the temple. These verses contain three references to the temple (Ezra 3:6, 9, 10) and five where it is called
the Lord’s house (Ezra 3:8 [2x], Ezra 3:11, 12 [2x]). The temple or house of the Lord was the place where He dwelled among His
people and manifested His glory. His people went there to offer sacrifices for forgiveness of sins and for thanksgiving for His
goodness to them. It was a place of corporate celebration, where all Israel gathered three times a year for the feasts of Passover
(March/ April), Pentecost (May/June), and Tabernacles (or Booths; September/October). The restored nation could not properly
worship God until they rebuilt His house.

The remarkable thing is that we as God’s church are now His temple or house, where He dwells in us and walks among us (1 Cor.
3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:19-22)! The building where we meet is not God’s house; it is only the place where God’s house gathers for
worship. God’s house or temple can meet in private homes or in a park or a barn or a cathedral. But we need to remember that
the place isn’t sacred; the people are sacred! When even two or three of God’s people gather in the name of Jesus, He is there in
their midst (Matt. 18:20).

The application is that if you need a new beginning with God, don’t try to go it alone. There is a sense, of course, in which any new
beginning must be intensely private. You must go to the Lord in private and confess your sins and personally appropriate the shed
blood of Christ. You must personally get into God’s Word and begin to obey it in your daily life, starting on the thought level. If you
have not started there, you can go to church meetings every day of the week, but you will simply be reinforcing hypocrisy in your life,
putting on a good front to others while your private life is in shambles.

But once you’ve begun anew in private, you very much need to be built together with others who have a commitment to know God.
Without that commitment to other believers, the world, the flesh, and the devil will overwhelm you. But, you may wonder, how do we
build God’s house? Our text reveals at least five factors:

A. BUILDING GOD’S HOUSE REQUIRES THE COURAGE TO STAND TOGETHER AGAINST THIS
HOSTILE WORLD.

They rebuilt the altar because, “they were terrified because of the peoples of the lands” (Ezra 3:3). These words imply “that the
threatening situation had brought home to them their need of help, and therefore of that access to God which was promised at the
altar” (Derek Kidner, Ezra & Nehemiah, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries [IVP], p. 46). Some may have focused on building a
strong and well-armed militia. But these men knew that help from man is in vain if the Lord is not in His rightful place. If they put God
first by rebuilding His altar, then He would protect them from the enemies who weren’t happy about their return. God wants a people
for His name. If we will seek first His kingdom and righteousness, He will take care of our basic needs.

Courage does not mean a lack of fear, but rather the gumption to stand firm in threatening circumstances because your trust is in the
Lord. Courageous Christians will admit, “I could lose my friends or my job or perhaps even my life, and yes, that is a scary thought.
But I will not compromise my commitment to Jesus Christ to preserve any of those things, which are all going to perish soon anyway.
Then I will stand before God.” So we fear God more than we fear anything in this evil world. (Luke 12:4-5.) You may have to have
that kind of courage alone. But it’s easier to take that sort of stand with other believers who support you with encouragement and
prayer.

B. BUILDING GOD’S HOUSE REQUIRES GIVING OUR RESOURCES.

These people had just returned to the land, which meant giving up their source of income in Babylon and making a four-month trek
to a land that had no crops waiting to be harvested and no jobs or economy. Surely most of them were not wealthy after 50-70 years



in captivity. But when they saw that the house of God was a pile of rubble, they gave money, food, drink, and oil for the labor and
materials to rebuild the temple (3:7).

Building God’s house requires money. Your willingness to give and the proportion that you give are perhaps the best indicators that
Jesus is Lord of your heart. If statistics mean anything, the modern evangelical church is not living under the lordship of Christ. This
week I received a letter with these statistics:

Among all denominations, 63 percent of pastors give at least 10 percent of their before-taxes income. Yet, one out of three does not
tell their congregations, thereby missing a great influence opportunity. (From Steve LeBar, citing Leith Anderson, Leadership That
Works.)

Our church fits the first description as far as stewardship method. I hope that we do not match the 1.5 percent! I fit the one out of
three pastors who is reluctant to tell the church how much we give. But if it encourages anyone to be more faithful, I will share that
the Lord has enabled us for many years now to give more than 20 percent of our pre-tax income to His work. If you want a new
beginning with the Lord, start with financial faithfulness. Jesus said that if we are faithful with the “little thing” of money, God will
entrust true riches to us (Luke 16:10-13).

C. BUILDING GOD’S HOUSE REQUIRES WORKING IN UNITY UNDER GODLY LEADERSHIP.

Israel came “together as one man to Jerusalem” (3:1). The various leaders “stood united” (Ezra 3:9) with one another to oversee the
workers who were rebuilding the temple. Unity was essential because of the enemy outside that would shortly threaten and shut
down the work. The leaders wisely delegated the work so that it did not fall on just a few. Any significant work for God is the work of
many members working together in harmony, under godly leaders.

When the enemy wants to stop such a work, often he disrupts the unity. When that happens (as has happened here in the past few
months), there are several dangers. Leaders can be tempted to compromise important truth for the sake of preserving unity, but this
always leads to greater disaster down the line because it undermines God’s Word. Leaders also can react in the flesh by lashing out
in anger or personal counter-attacks, thus tarnishing their qualifications as spiritual leaders.

Workers can use the occasion to vent their frustration against the leaders because of personal issues that they feel have not been
properly addressed. Workers also can form factions based on friendships and other emotional issues, rather than submitting to the
God-ordained leaders. Gossip and false rumors can quickly spread through the body because people listen to those who are
disgruntled and do not go directly to the source to ascertain the truth. All in all, Satan has a heyday and many of the Lord’s people
end up wounded. So we must be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, while striving to attain to the unity of
the faith that comes with spiritual maturity (Eph. 4:3, 13).

D. BUILDING GOD’S HOUSE REQUIRES A RENEWED EMPHASIS ON CORPORATE WORSHIP.

Much could be said here, but I must limit myself. Note first that both personal and corporate worship focus on God and affirm by faith
His goodness and covenant love (Ezra 3:11). Worship requires skillful musicians (Ezra 3:10), but if the focus is on them, you’re into
entertainment, not worship. Worship praises the Lord, saying, “For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.”

Remember, these people had just come through 70 years of captivity in Babylon. Many had lost loved ones, as well as possessions
and homes, when Jerusalem fell. If they had been focused on themselves, they would have complained and impugned the
goodness of God. But by faith they knew that the Lord had afflicted them out of His goodness (Ps. 119:67, 71). So now they could
sing of His goodness and covenant love toward His people.

Second, notice that these people expressed their emotions in their praises. They shouted for joy and it was a loud shout (Ezra 3:12-
13). Some of us non-charismatics are a bit too restrained in our worship. Certainly there is the danger of emotion pumped up by
sentimental tunes sung over and over until they produce the desired state of ecstasy. That is wrong. But if our focus is on our great,
faithful, loving, covenant-keeping God and the truth of His Word, it should affect our emotions! How can we not be moved when we

(a) In churches whose sole stewardship method is receiving offerings, and people base their decisions on a
dollar amount, without writing it on paper and turning it in annually, attendees give an average of 1.5 percent of
their incomes.

(b) In churches that ask people to annually write on a card and turn in a dollar amount based on a budget goal,
parishioners give an average of 2.9 percent of their incomes.

(c) In churches that ask people to annually write on a card and turn in a dollar amount based on a percentage
of their income, attendees give an average of 4.6 percent of their incomes.



think on His abundant grace? Finally,

E. BUILDING GOD’S HOUSE REQUIRES A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE YOUNG.

The young people were thrilled as they saw the foundation of the temple laid. All they had ever known was Babylon and its temples
for idols. Here they were, back in the land of promise, in the city of God’s choosing, and the foundation for the Lord’s house was
laid! They had never seen anything like it!

But the old timers had seen something far greater: Solomon’s Temple in all its golden glory. For them, this puny foundation amidst
the rubble and broken down walls of Jerusalem was pitiful. So while the young men shouted for joy, the old men wept in grief. You
couldn’t tell who was laughing and who was crying, except that the division pretty much fell along age lines.

There were two dangers, as there always are in these matters. The old guys could have discouraged the younger men from this new
beginning. That would have been tragic. They had to start somewhere, and even though this new beginning didn’t match the former
glory, it was a start, and it was where God was now working. The other danger was that the young guys could have ignored the
wisdom and experience of the old guys, in which case they would have made more mistakes and repeated the failures of the past.
The older folks needed the enthusiasm, energy, and joy of the younger folks, and the younger folks needed the wisdom, maturity,
and experience of the older folks.

There are churches made up of a few old folks clinging to their favorite old hymns and their King James Bibles. They can’t
understand why the younger folks don’t join them, and they’re dwindling in numbers. Other churches are made up mostly of young
people who have cast off the traditions of the older folks. Often they are exciting, growing churches that have almost no
resemblance to churches of the past. But they’re in danger of casting off centuries of Christian heritage and of making some serious
mistakes that could be avoided if they would learn from the older generation. We need all ages in God’s church, and we all should
learn from one another.

Conclusion

Do you need a new beginning with God?

New beginnings with God are always possible and must focus on the cross, on obedience to God’s Word, and on building His
house.

Wherever you’re at, God’s door is open. He invites you to a new beginning with Himself.

Discussion Questions
1. How can a person keep a new beginning with God from fizzling out? What sustains it over the long haul?
2. How can we determine which aspects of worship are merely cultural and which are biblically essential?
3. How can we determine which commands in the Bible are absolute and which are culturally relative? (Gender roles, head

coverings for women, modest clothing, etc.)
4. Jonathan Edwards argued that true religion consists largely in “holy affections” (emotions). Is this so? How can we know

whether our emotions are holy or just due to our personalities?
5. What can the older believers learn from the young (and vice versa)? To what extent should one side cater to the other?

Brian Bell - Nehemiah 3:1-13

1. Intro:
1. So, how do I restore things after Gods chastening is complete...after I’ve blown it so bad?

1. Israel...repented (in Babylon) then Gathered, Worshiped, Celebrated, Worked & Sang.
2. Might be a good model for us?

2. Upon their return the Jews soon accomplish 3 of their goals:
1. The Altar is rebuilt (Ezra 3:1-3) & daily sacrifices are immediately resumed.
2. The Festival of Tabernacles/Shelters is observed (4-6).
3. The Temple construction is begun (Ezra 3:7-9).

3. Outline: Gathering Together. Worshiping Together. Celebrating Together. Working Together. Singing Together.
2. WORSHIP RESTORED (Ezra 3:1-13)

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/cbb/ezra-3.html


1. Gathering Together (Ezra 3:1)
2. Uniting together as one man is the 1st key.
3. Worshiping Together (Ezra 3:2,3)
4. It would have been very easy to be content with their arrival & resettlement.

1. But they immediately go to work on the central feature of the Temple…the Altar (w/o this they could
not approach God or expect His blessing)

2. They placed Worship 1st…this is a great illustration of Mt.6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

1. So they did.
5. (Ezra 3:3) Fear had come upon them because of the people of those countries.

1. Because of this they were acutely aware of the need for God’s protection.
2. In the following chapters we’ll see their fears were completely justified.

6. Celebrating Together (Ezra 3:4-7) [Tab/Shukkot/booths/Feast of Ingathering (as it was at the completion of the
Harvest)]

1. This was a joyful feast of thanksgiving. [It’s actually a Jewish Thanksgiving of sorts]
2. To remember their time in the wilderness in tents, so they would always remember not to dig in to this world, but

to view it as a temporary place. So they’d stay in tents/make shift lean-to’s for a whole week.
3. This was the most joyful feast of the year. A festival packed with Joy & feasting lasting 1 whole week.
4. This came right after the Day of Atonement.

1. True Joy comes only when we know we are right w/God.
2. Ps 51:7,8,12 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make

me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice…Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation, & uphold me by Your generous Spirit.

5. Parents: next camp-out you take your tikes on, use this as a mini-devotion, a reminder that we are pilgrims also,
we’re just passing through.

7. Cedar Logs from Tyre/Sidon to Joppa/Jaffa. Perhaps an echo of Solomon’s preparations.
8. Working Together (Ezra 3:8-10)
9. How did they know how to build it?

1. The Scriptures told them all they need to know to rebuild the temple.
2. They simply followed God’s plan.

10. The foundation (Ezra 3:10) is the most important part of the structure because it determines the size, shape,
& strength of the structure.

11. Do you have the right foundation for your life? Do you know how to build it? Are you following God’s plan?
12. Singing Together (Ezra 3:11-13)
13. Sang responsively - The structure of Psalm 136 suggests that it was used anTIPHonally.

1. Antiphonal = is a short sentence that is sung, recited, or played alternately by 2 groups in worship, with one
part of the congregation making a statement or phrase and the other part responding with the refrain.

14. Wept – remember some of the men watching all of this, were alive when Nebuchadnezzar burned the Temple to the
ground.

15. Read Haggai 2:3 it let’s us know that this Temple was kind of plain compared to the last
1. There was no ark, no visible glory, actually even no temple at this point...only some beginnings, and small

beginnings at that.
1. Thus Haggai & Zechariah were the prophets of the day, in the same context (Temple being rebuilt)

Zechariah adds in Zech 4:10, For who has despised the day of small things?
16. Do you despise the small things God is doing in your life? [always look back to the foundation]

1. These small things add up. Small things are ordained by a very big God.
2. Instead of despising & becoming discouraged with the small & the ordinary, rejoice!

1. God is working in & through them for His everlasting glory & your eternal joy.
3. Here are some examples:

1. Don’t despise the small things of prayer, by means of which God changes people’s hearts.
2. Don’t despise the small things of service in the local church, by which God is glorified and people

encouraged.
3. Don’t despise the small things of working in the seemingly insignificant place like the church nursery, by

which you reflect Christ like love and compassion.
4. Don’t despise the small things like daily bible reading, by which your heart is transformed by the power of the

Holy Spirit.
5. Don’t despise the small things of daily obedience and sacrifice through which your heart is trained and



molded after the Savior.
6. Don’t despise the small things of putting sin to death, by which you are responding to the victory Christ has

won for you.
7. Don’t despise the small things like gospel joy, these things indicate you are alive and God is thrilling your

soul with his son.
8. Don’t despise the small things like not getting bitter and walking in the Spirit, by which you promote the

power of the gospel.
9. Don’t despise the small things like daily loving, leading and learning your wife, through them you begin to

more clearly reflect Christ’s love for the church.
10. Don’t despise the small things like respecting and submitting to your husband, by them you showcase the

beauty of Christ’s submission to his Father.
11. Don’t despise the small things like honoring your parents, by them you demonstrate that there is a God who

is bigger than you, whose authority you value.
12. Don’t despise the small things like working hard at your job or school everyday, in these things you show

that there is something more profound, more powerful, more worthy than the fluctuating value of the
American dollar.

13. Don’t despise the small things like speaking of Christ to others, by which unbelievers may come to trust and
treasure Jesus.

14. Don’t despise the small things of corporate worship, the singing of songs and preaching of the word, through
which there is an announcement of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus.

15. Don’t despise the day of small things, but Rejoice! Rejoice!
17. Temples in Scripture:

1. Solomon’s – David’s Heart to build God a home. Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586bc, at the destruction of
Jerusalem.

2. Zerubbabel’s – Completed & dedicated (516bc). Desecrated in 169bc by Antiochus Epiphanes.
3. Herod’s – was actually a restoration of Zerubbabel’s. It was built from 19bc-to nearly complete in ad70, when

Titus destroyed it. Since then, no physical Temple.
4. Present Temple – In the heart of the believer. Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you. You are the

temple of the living God.
5. Temple of Rev.11 – Will be constructed during the Tribulation, then desecrated by the man Anti-Christ. Then

destroyed at end of trib.
6. Millennium Temple –Ezek.40-42 gives the details. The builder the Messiah Himself.
7. Eternal Temple – Rev.21:22 syas there is no temple in New Jer. Because, the Lord God Almighty & the Lamb are

its Temple.
8. Haggai 2:9 says, The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former (i.e. Zerubbabel’s remodel of

Solomon’s) Why? Because Jesus visits it personally.
18. We need to be careful looking back to the past though.

1. The old looked back & wept. The young looked ahead & rejoiced. [Tears & Cheers]
2. Be careful not to concentrate on your past, least you rob yourself of a glorious future.

19. You can’t change the past, but the past can change you.
1. Either for the better or for worse. Example? [makes you bitter or better]
2. The Past can be a rudder that guides you or an anchor that hinders you.

1. Or an iceberg to sink you (pstr Todd)
3. Leave your past mistakes w/God & look to the future by faith.

20. The spiritual building process is just like the physical building process…it is a process.
1. The project won’t be complete until we get to heaven.
2. Meanwhile, many around us are watching our spiritual building going up.
3. 1 Pet.2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
4. Yes we are under construction…but the project is in the hands of the Master Builder. That means, the

building will one day be complete…& it will stand forever.
21. Where are you in the spiritual building process?

1. Just laying the foundation? Well into the project?
2. Have resistance or opposition? Maybe you’ve put things on hold?
3. Are you just coming out of captivity...and thinking about starting fresh?
4. How would you describe where you are right now in your spiritual life?



22. As they Sang Responsively - so will we as Romulo leads us in Psalm 136.
1. Our response will be, His love endures forever.
2. The word love (ḥeseḏ) is God’s covenantal loyal love which exists forever with His people Israel & with us.

Ezra 3:2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers
arose and built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of
God.

Jeshua (KJV): Hag 1:1,12,14 2:2-4 Zec 3:1,8 6:11, Joshua the son of Josedech
Zerubbabel (KJV): Ezr 2:2 1Ch 3:17,19 Hag 2:21,23 Zec 4:6-10 Mt 1:12,13 Lu 3:27, Zorobabel, Salathiel
as it is written (KJV): Ex 20:24,25 Nu 28:3-31 De 12:5-7 2Ch 6:6 Ps 78:68 Bp. Patrick observes, that before the temple was
built, there seems to have been a tabernacle pitched for Divine service, as was in David's time, not on mount Moriah, but
mount Sion, to be used while the temple was building.  Let us learn hence to begin with God, and to do what we can in the
worship of God, when we cannot do what we would.  They could not immediately have a temple, but they would not be without
an altar. Wherever a Christian goes, if he carry not with him the sacrifices of prayer and praise, he is wanting in his duty; for he
has an altar ever ready that sanctifies both the gift and the giver.

Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers arose
and built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of God

Bob Utley - "Jeshua the son of Jozadak" See note at Ezra 2:2. The father's name (cf. Ezra 3:2,8; 5:2; 10:18; Neh. 12:26) is
spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chr. 6:14,15; Hag. 1:1,12,14; 2:2,4; Zech. 6:11. Jeshua is never called High Priest in Ezra or Nehemiah, but
he is in Hag. 1:1,14 and Zech. 3:1,8; 6:11. ▣ "Zerubabbel the son of Shealtiel" See note at Ezra 2:2. ▣ "built the altar" This is
a Qal IMPERFECT (BDB 124, KB 139). The returnees wanted to reinstitute the Mosaic rituals and procedures as much as possible.
With the sacrificial altar they could begin the feast/rest/fast days of Lev. 23 and Num. 29. This altar was covered in bronze (cf. Exod.
27:1-8; 38:1-7), which the Babylonians had removed. The inner stone structure of the altar remained. This was covered again in
bronze and placed back in its original place. ▣ "the man of God" This is literally "ish" of Elohim. This phrase is used in the OT 76
times to describe YHWH's faithful servants:Elisha, Elijah, Moses (cf. Deut. 33:1; Jos. 14:6; Ps. 90:1; 1 Chr. 23:14; 2 Chr. 30:16; Ezra
3:2), Samuel, David, Shemiah, Hanan, anonymous (29 times)

Ryrie - The altar was erected on the first day of the seventh month (v. 6), which was the beginning of the Feast of Trumpets (Num.
29:1-6), an interesting foreshadowing of Israel's final regathering. See note on Lev. 23:24. burnt offerings. For their significance, see
note on Lev. 1:3. These were offered morning and evening (v. 3). See note on Ex. 29:38-41. 

Ezra 3:3 So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they were terrified because of the peoples of the lands; and they
offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening.

the altar (KJV): 2Ch 4:1 
for fear (KJV): Ezr 4:11-16 8:21,22 Ps 27:1,2 56:2-4 
even burnt (KJV): Ex 29:38-42 Nu 28:2-8 

So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they were terrified because of the peoples of the lands; and they offered
burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening.

Bob Utley - "So they set up the altar on its foundation" It is possible that the sacrificial altar was placed on a raised platform.
Therefore, Ezra 3:2 refers to the altar itself and Ezra 3:3 to the platform (bama). ▣ "they were terrified because of the peoples of
the land" This either refers to (1) the Jews who stayed in Palestine and resented the newcomers rebuilding or (2) Sanballat and
Tobiah and their political and/or legal resistance to the rebuilding of the temple (cf. Ezra 4:4) In this context option #2 fits best. The
phrase "the people of the land" (SINGULAR) originally referred to the landed nobility (pre-exiled, cf. 2 Kgs. 24:15), but it came to refer
to the poor people of the land (post-exile, cf. 2 Kgs. 24:14); however, in this context it is plural and must refer to all the people groups
in the Persian province called Beyond the River (i.e., Palestine and Lebanon).

▣ "burnt offerings morning and evening" This refers to "the Continual" (cf. Ezra 3:5). Two lambs offered every day at 9 a.m. and
3 p.m. (cf. Exod. 29:38-46; Num. 28:1-8).
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Ezra 3:4 They celebrated the Feast of Booths, as it is written, and offered the fixed number of burnt offerings daily,
according to the ordinance, as each day required;

the feast (KJV): Ex 23:16 Lev 23:34-36 Ne 8:14-17 Zec 14:16-19 Joh 7:2,37 
the daily (KJV): Nu 29:12-38 
as the duty of every day required (KJV): Heb. the matter of the day in his day, Ex 5:13 29:38 Jer 52:34 *marg:

They celebrated the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles, Sukkot), as it is written, and offered the fixed number of burnt offerings
daily, according to the ordinance, as each day required

Bob Utley - "They celebrated the feast of booths as it is written" This annual feast is mentioned several times in Moses' writings
(cf. Exod. 23:16; 34:32; Lev. 23:33-36, 39-43; Num. 19:12-38; Deut. 16:13-17). Its procedures are spelled out in great detail. Much
of the timing and procedures of these Jews in re-initiating the sacrifice system follows Solomon's timing (cf. 2 Chronicles 7) and
procedures of building the temple (cf. 2 Chr. 2-4, see note at Ezra 3:10). They want to legitimatize themselves as the true Israel, the
true covenant people of God. 

▣ "all the fixed festivals" See Lev. 23 and Num. 29.

▣ "a freewill offering" These could be offered at any time (e.g., peace offerings, cf. Lev. 3:1-17; 7:13-34).

Ryrie - the Feast of Booths. Lasting from the fifteenth to the twenty-second of the seventh month (Sept.-Oct.). See note on Lev.
23:34-43. 
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Summary of Numbers 28-29 Calendar (Source: Bible Knowledge Commentary)
Click to Enlarge

Ezra 3:5 and afterward there was a continual burnt offering, also for the new moons and for all the fixed festivals of the
LORD that were consecrated, and from everyone who offered a freewill offering to the LORD.

the continual (KJV): Ex 29:38-42 Nu 28:3-10,11,19,27 29:2,8,13 
willingly (KJV): Lev 1:3 De 12:6,17 2Ch 29:31,32 

and afterward there was a continual burnt offering, also for the new moons and for all the fixed festivals of the LORD that
were consecrated, and from everyone who offered a freewill offering to the LORD

Bob Utley - 
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"but the foundation of the temple of the Lord had not been laid" This Hebrew VERB (BDB 413, KB 417, Pual PERFECT) has a
wide range of meaning (i.e., establish, found, fix, or restore, cf. NIDOTTE, vol. 2, p. 474-475), which seems to solve the contradiction
between here (also Ezra 3:10) and 5:16 (Aramaic VERB, BDB 1095, Peal PERFECT). For the wide meaning of this word see
(1) "restored," 2 Chr. 24:12ff AND (2) "was laid" or "established" (in the sense of continued, not just begun, cf. Kidner, Tyndale
Commentary Series, p. 140), Hag. 2:18.R. K. Harrison, BORROW Introduction To The Old Testament, pp. 1139-1140,

"According to Ezra 4:24 and 5:1ff., work commenced in the second year of Dairus, whereas in Ezra 3:8ff. and 5:16 it is said to
have occurred in the reign of Cyrus. This objection rests entirely upon a misunderstanding of the text. The rebuilding of the
Temple did in fact commence in the days of Cyrus (Ez. 3:8ff.; 5:16), but when opposition to the project arose (Ez. 4:1ff.), the
work was delayed, and in the end it ceased until the time of Darius (Ez. 4:24), the interval thus occasioned being the principal
cause why Haggai and Zechariah were sent to stimulate the people into activity (Ez. 5:1ff.). Haggai clearly implies that some
preliminary work had been done at the site (Hag. 1:4,9,14), while for his part Ezra (Ez. 5:16) does not state that the task had
been pursued smoothly and without interruption since its inception."

Ryrie - Though the people observed the holidays of new moon (at the beginning of each month; cf. 2 Kings 4:23; Isa. 1:13) and
sabbath, the merchants could scarcely wait until these days were over to get back to their business of cheating people. An
undersized container (bushel) plus a heavy shekel (against which the customer weighed his own money) gave the merchant an
illegal double profit. 

Ezra 3:6 From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, but the foundation of the
temple of the LORD had not been laid.

the foundation of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid (KJV): Heb. the temple of the Lord was not yet founded.

From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, but the foundation of the temple
of the LORD had not been laid

Ezra 3:7 Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and food, drink and oil to the Sidonians and to the Tyrians,
to bring cedar wood from Lebanon to the sea at Joppa, according to the permission they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

gave money (KJV): 2Ki 12:11,12 22:5,6 2Ch 24:12,13 
carpenters (KJV): or, workmen
meat (KJV): 1Ki 5:6,9-11 2Ch 2:10-15 Eze 27:17 Ac 12:20 
Joppa (KJV): Joppa, now Jaffa or Yaffa, one of the most ancient sea-ports in the world, is situated in a fine plain on the shore
of the Mediterranean, between Jamnia south and Caesarea of Palestine north, 150 stadia from Antipatris, according to
Josephus, 30 miles south of Caesarea, 12 miles north of Ashdod, 9 miles west of Ramla, and 40 miles west of Jerusalem,
according to modern authorities; and in lat. 32 degrees 50' long. 65 degrees 40' according to Ptolemy.  It is still a considerable
town, containing about 4,000 or 5,000 souls, and occupying a circular eminence close to the seaside, with a citadel on the
summit; the bottom of the hill being surrounded by a wall 12 or 14 feet high, and two or three feet thick.  The environs are
occupied by extensive gardens. 2Ch 2:16 Jon 1:3 Ac 9:36 10:5,6 
according (KJV): Ezr 6:3-5 

Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and food, drink and oil to the Sidonians and to the Tyrians, to bring
cedar wood from Lebanon to the sea at Joppa, according to the permission they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

Bob Utley - The payment of these workmen is similar to the account paid for the construction of Solomon's temple in 2 Chr. 2:9-
10,15-16. Much of the second temple was patterned after Solomon's temple, but on a much smaller scale. ▣ "Joppa" This was the
seaport for Jerusalem. It was about 35 miles northwest of the city. It was the only natural harbor on this part of the Mediterranean
coast. ▣ "according to the permission they had from Cyrus" This had become the legal issue of the challenge from Samaria.
Cyrus' edict is recorded twice, once in Hebrew in chapter 1 and once in Aramaic in chapter 6.

Ryrie - 3:7  This pattern followed that of the building of Solomon's Temple (1 Kings 5:7-12). The details of Cyrus's decree are
recorded in 6:3-5. 
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Ezra 3:8 Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak and the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who came
from the captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and appointed the Levites from twenty years and older to oversee the work
of the house of the LORD.

Zerubbabel (KJV): Ezr 3:2 
twenty years old (KJV): Nu 4:3 1Ch 23:24-32 

Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak and the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who came from
the captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and appointed the Levites from twenty years and older to oversee the work of
the house of the LORD.

Bob Utley - "the second month" This was the same month when Solomon started building his temple (cf. 1 Kgs. 6:1; 2 Chr.
3:2). ▣ "appointed the Levites from twenty years and older" In Moses' day all of the people who were skilled worked on the
tabernacle (cf. Exod. 35:10; 36:4,8), but Solomon used only Levites (cf. 1 Chr. 23:4,24,27) from twenty years old and upward. Ritual
service in the temple was limited to priests who were between thirty and fifty years old (cf. Num. 4:3) or starting at twenty-five (cf.
Num. 8:24) and later changed to twenty, cf. 2 Chr. 31:17. For a good discussion of the changing age range see PAGE 136 IN Hard
Sayings of the Bible

Ryrie - 3:8  the second year. The foundation was laid in the spring of 535 B.C., bringing to a close the 70 years of captivity, which
had begun in 605. twenty years and older. See notes on Num. 4:3 and 1 Chron. 23:24. Though originally the age was 30, then
reduced to 25, now it was 20, likely because of the shortage of Levites. 

Matthew Henry - The foundations of the temple laid - Ezra 3:8-13. There was a remarkable mixture of affections upon laying the
foundation of the temple. Those that only knew the misery of having no temple at all, praised the Lord with shouts of joy. To them,
even this foundation seemed great. We ought to be thankful for the beginnings of mercy, though it be not yet perfect. But those who
remembered the glory of the first temple, and considered how far inferior this was likely to be, wept with a loud voice. There was
reason for it, and if they bewailed the sin that was the cause of this melancholy change, they did well. Yet it was wrong to cast a
damp upon the common joys. They despised the day of small things, and were unthankful for the good they enjoyed. Let not the
remembrance of former afflictions drown the sense of present mercies. 

Ezra 3:9 Then Jeshua with his sons and brothers stood united with Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah and the sons
of Henadad with their sons and brothers the Levites, to oversee the workmen in the temple of God.  

Jeshua (KJV): Not Jeshua the high-priest, before mentioned, but another Jeshua, a Levite, mentioned in the parallel passage.
Ezr 2:40 
Judah (KJV): Hodaviah, [Howdavyah <Strong's H1938>,] is called Hodevah, [Howdevah <Strong's H1937>,] by the elision of
[Yowd,] {yood,} and was probably named Judah, from the word having the same signification. Ezr 2:40, Hodaviah, Ne 7:43,
Hodevah
together (KJV): Heb. as one

Then Jeshua with his sons and brothers stood united with Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah and the sons of
Henadad with their sons and brothers the Levites, to oversee the workmen in the temple of God.

Ezra 3:10 Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD according to the directions of King David
of Israel.

when the builders (KJV): Zec 4:10 
they set (KJV): Ex 28:40-42 1Sa 22:18 1Ch 15:27 Ne 12:24-26 
trumpets (KJV): Nu 10:1-10 1Ch 15:24 16:5,6,42 
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the sons of Asaph (KJV): 1Ch 6:39 16:37 25:1-7 2Ch 35:15 
after the ordinance (KJV): 1Ch 6:31-48 16:4-7 23:5 2Ch 29:25,26 

Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets,
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD according to the directions of King David of Israel.

Bob Utley - "the builders had laid the foundation" See note at Ezra 5:16. ▣ "trumpets" These were silver trumpets (BDB 348)
like those of Num. 10:2, which were used at festival occasions by the priests (cf. Num. 10:8; 31:6; Jos. 6:4; 1 Chr. 15:24; 16:6; 2
Chr. 5:12). See Horns Used by Israel ▣ "cymbals" This musical instrument (BDB 853) is mentioned several times in the OT (cf. 1
Chr. 15:16, 19; 16:5; 25:1-6; 2 Chr. 7:6). ▣ "according to the directions of King David of Israel" This phrase is theologically
parallel to "as is written in the law of Moses, the man of God," Ezra 3:2 and "as it is written," Ezra 3:4. They both reflect the mentality
of the returning Jews in wanting to act in conformity to God's word like His covenant people of old and their appointed leaders (i.e.,
Moses and David). These returnees see themselves as the legitimate covenant people (cf. Ezra 3:11)! The specific reference is to
David's organization of the Levites (cf. 1 Chr. 24-25; 2 Chr. 29:25-30).

Ezra 3:11 They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, “For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon
Israel forever.” And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid.

they sang (KJV): Ex 15:21 Ne 12:24,40 Ps 24:7-10 Isa 6:3 
because (KJV): 1Ch 16:34,41 2Ch 7:3 Ps 103:17 106:1 107:1 135:3 136:1-26 Ps 145:1-11 Jer 33:11 Lu 1:50 
shouted (KJV): Jos 6:5,10,16 Ps 47:1,5 Isa 12:6 44:23 Zec 9:9 
because (KJV): Ps 102:13,14 Rev 21:10-14 

They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, “For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.”
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the house of the
LORD was laid.

Believer's Study Bible -  11-13) This was a time of greatest joy and deepest grief. On the one hand, the people experienced the
delight of hope as the foundation was laid for the temple. But older men, perhaps comparing this work with Solomon's temple (cf.
Hag. 2:3), "wept with a loud voice" (v. 12). Both Haggai (2:4-9) and Zechariah (4:10) in their prophecies challenged the attitudes
which fostered such discouragement.

Ryrie -  They sang. I.e., antiphonally, though probably the translation should simply be "they sang." See note on Ps. 136. 

Bob Utley - "For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever" This phrase was first used by David in 1 Chr.
16:34,41. Later it was incorporated into the Psalms: 106:1; 107:1; 118:1,29; and 136:1ff. It was used by Solomon in his dedication of
the temple in 2 Chr. 5:13 and 7:3. Part of it occurs in a Levitical praise text spoken before King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chr. 20:21. 

▣ "the Lord. . .His lovingkindness" These are the two special terms for the covenant God. The term "the Lord" = YHWH (BDB
217, KB 394), which is a form of the VERB "to be" (cf. Exod. 3:14). It is the covenant name for the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
See Special Topic: Names for Deity. The theological use of the word "lovingkindness" (BDB 338, KB 336 II, NKJV, "mercy"; NRSV,
"steadfast love"; NJB, "faithful love") speaks of God's covenant love and fidelity. It denotes an aspect of His character—loving
faithfulness and trustworthiness.

Lovingkindness (02617) hesed/chesed/heced is the idea of faithful love in action and often in the OT refers to God's
lovingkindness expressed in His covenant relationship with Israel (His "loyal love" to His "Wife" Israel [cp Hos 2:18, 19, 20, Is
54:5, Je 31:32] = His "loyalty to covenant"). God's hesed His denotes persistent and unconditional tenderness, kindness, and mercy,
a relationship in which He seeks after man with love and mercy (cp God immediately seeking man Ge 3:9, who was immediately
hiding Ge 3:8 trying to cover their shame Ge 3:7 - contrast God's lovingkindness manifest by spilling blood to provide skins to cover
their shame! Ge 3:21). Hesed expresses both God’s loyalty to His covenant and His love for His people along with a faithfulness to
keep His promises.

Ezra 3:12 Yet many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ households, the old men who had seen the first temple,
wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy,
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many (KJV): Hag 2:3 
when the foundation (KJV): Job 8:7 Isa 41:14 60:22 Da 2:34,35 Zec 4:10 Mt 13:31,32 
wept (KJV): Ps 126:6 Jer 31:8,9 

Yet many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ households, the old men who had seen the first temple, wept with
a loud voice when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy,

Ryrie - 3:12  Many older men who remembered the grandeur of Solomon's Temple (destroyed about 50 years before) wept because
this Temple was smaller and less magnificent. The same reaction occurred 15 years later when construction was renewed. See note
on Hag. 2:3. 

Bob Utley - It seems that the climax of this chapter is reached in Ezra 3:11, but Ezra 3:12-13 show the anticlimax for those who
personally saw Solomon's Temple. This may have been part of the problem of apathy which plagued these returnees. This same
thing recurs at the dedication of the temple in 520 B.C. (cf. Haggai 2:3ff; Zech. 4:10). Ezra 3:11-12 is the strongest argument for
identifying Sheshbazzar of chapter 1 with Zerubbabel of Ezra 2. There would be many more older people alive in the 530s than in
516 B.C. The question has always been about when the second temple was begun and by whom. I still believe that Sheshbazzar and
Zerubbabel are two distinct persons. Sheshbazzar laid the foundation of the temple, but did not finish it, while Zerubbabel completed
it along with Jeshua, the High Priest, with the encouragement of Haggai and Zechariah (520-519 B.C.). Haggai 1:4 states that the
temple was still in ruins in 520 B.C.

Ezra 3:13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping of the
people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard far away.

So that (KJV): This sight must have been very affecting; a whole people, one part weeping aloud with sorrow, the other
shouting aloud for joy; and on the same occasion too, in which both sides felt an equal interest.  The prophet Haggai (ch 2:1-9)
comforted them on this occasion, by assuring them that the glory of this latter house should exceed that of the former,
because the Lord would come to this temple, and fill it with His glory.
the noise (KJV): Jud 2:5 
shouted (KJV): Ne 12:43 Ps 5:11 Jer 33:11 Zec 4:7 Lu 19:37-40 
and the noise (KJV): Ex 32:17,18 1Sa 4:5 1Ki 1:40,45 Ps 100:1,2 

so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping of the people, for the
people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard far away.

Bob Utley - 
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